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1Peter 1 (NASV)

A Living Hope, and a Sure Salvation

1 (A)Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who reside as (B)aliens, (C)scattered
throughout (D)Pontus, (E)Galatia,
(F)Cappadocia, (G)Asia, and (H)Bithynia, (I)who
are chosen 2 according to the (J)foreknowledge
of God the Father, (K)by the sanctifying work of
the Spirit, to (L)obey Jesus Christ and be
(M)sprinkled with His blood: (N)May grace and
peace be yours in the fullest measure.

3 (O)Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who (P)according to His
great mercy (Q)has caused us to be born again
to (R)a living hope through the (S)resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 to obtain an (T)inheritance which is
imperishable and undefiled and (U)will not fade
away, (V)reserved in heaven for you,

5 who are (W)protected by the power of God
(X)through faith for (Y)a salvation ready (Z)to
be revealed in the last time.

6 (AA)In this you greatly rejoice, even though
now (AB)for a little while, (AQ)if necessary, you
have been distressed by (AD)various trials,

7 so that the (AE)proof of your faith, being
more precious than gold which is perishable,
(AF)even though tested by fire, (AG)may be
found to result in praise and glory and honor
at (AH)the revelation of Jesus Christ;

8 and (Al)though you have not seen Him, you
(A))love Him, and though you do not see Him
now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice
with joy inexpressible and full of glory,

9 obtaining as (AK)the outcome of your faith
the salvation of your souls.

10 (AL)As to this salvation, the prophets who

1Peter 1 (Message)

1 121, Peter, am an apostle on assignment by Jesus, the
Messiah, writing to exiles scattered to the four winds.
Not one is missing, not one forgotten. God the Father
has his eye on each of you, and has determined by the
work of the Spirit to keep you obedient through the
sacrifice of Jesus. May everything good from God be

yours!
A New Life

3>What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to
have him, this Father of our Master Jesus! Because Jesus
was raised from the dead, we've been given a brand-
new life and have everything to live for, including a
future in heaven—and the future starts now! God is
keeping careful watch over us and the future. The Day is

coming when you'll have it all—life healed and whole.

7| know how great this makes you feel, even though
you have to put up with every kind of aggravation in
the meantime. Pure gold put in the fire comes out of it
proved pure; genuine faith put through this suffering
comes out proved genuine. When Jesus wraps this all
up, it's your faith, not your gold, that God will have on

display as evidence of his victory.

89You never saw him, yet you love him. You still don't
see him, yet you trust him—uwith laughter and singing.
Because you kept on believing, you'll get what you're

looking forward to: total salvation.

10-12 The prophets who told us this was coming asked a
lot of questions about this gift of life God was
preparing. The Messiah's Spirit let them in on some of
it—that the Messiah would experience suffering,

followed by glory. They clamored to know who and

10



(AM)prophesied of the (AN)grace that would
come to you made careful searches and
inquiries,

11 seeking to know what person or time
(AO)the Spirit of Christ within them was
indicating as He (AP)predicted the sufferings of
Christ and the glories to follow.

12 It was revealed to them that they were not
serving themselves, but you, in these things
which now have been announced to you
through those who (AQ)preached the gospel to
you by (AR)the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—
things into which (AS)angels long to look.

13 Therefore, (AT)prepare your minds for
action, (AU)keep sober in spirit, fix your
(AV)hope completely on the (AW)grace to be
brought to you at (AX)the revelation of Jesus
Christ.

14 As (AY)obedient children, do not (AZ)be
conformed to the former lusts which were
yours in your (BA)ignorance,

15 but (BB)like the Holy One who called you,
(BC)be holy yourselves also (BD)in all your
behavior;

16 because it is written, “(BE)You shall be holy,
for | am holy.”

17 If you (BF)address as Father the One who
(BG)impartially (BH)judges according to each
one’s work, conduct yourselves (Bl)in fear
during the time of your (BJ)stay on earth;

18 knowing that you were not (BK)redeemed
with perishable things like silver or gold from
your (BL)futile way of life inherited from your
forefathers, 19 but with precious (BM)blood, as
of a (BN)lamb unblemished and spotless, the
blood of Christ.

20 For He was (BO)foreknown before (BP)the

when. All they were told was that they were serving you,
you who by orders from heaven have now heard for
yourselves—through the Holy Spirit—the Message of
those prophecies fulfilled. Do you realize how fortunate
you are? Angels would have given anything to be in on
this!

A Future in God

1316 So roll up your sleeves, put your mind in gear, be
totally ready to receive the gift that's coming when
Jesus arrives. Don't lazily slip back into those old
grooves of evil, doing just what you feel like doing. You
didn't know any better then; you do now. As obedient
children, let yourselves be pulled into a way of life
shaped by God's life, a life energetic and blazing with

holiness. God said, “I am holy; you be holy.”

7You call out to God for help and he helps—he's a
good Father that way. But don't forget, he's also a
responsible Father, and won't let you get by with sloppy

living.

18-21Your life is a journey you must travel with a deep
consciousness of God. It cost God plenty to get you out
of that dead-end, empty-headed life you grew up in. He
paid with Christ's sacred blood, you know. He died like
an unblemished, sacrificial lamb. And this was no
afterthought. Even though it has only lately—at the end
of the ages—become public knowledge, God always
knew he was going to do this for you. It's because of
this sacrificed Messiah, whom God then raised from the
dead and glorified, that you trust God, that you know

you have a future in God.

22-2> Now that you've cleaned up your lives by following
the truth, love one another as if your lives depended on

it. Your new life is not like your old life. Your old birth

11



foundation of the world, but has (BQ)appeared
in these last times (BR)for the sake of you

21 who through Him are (BS)believers in God,
who raised Him from the dead and (BT)gave
Him glory, so that your faith and (BU)hope are
in God.

22 Since you have (BV)in obedience to the
truth (BW)purified your souls for a (BX)sincere
love of the brethren, fervently love one another
from the heart,

23 for you have been (BY)born again (BZ)not of
seed which is perishable but imperishable, that
is, through the living and enduring (CA)word of
God.

24 For,

“(CB)AIl flesh is like grass,

And all its glory like the flower of grass.

The grass withers,

And the flower falls off,

25

(CC)But the word of the Lord endures forever.”
And this is (CD)the word which was preached

to you.

came from mortal sperm; your new birth comes from
God's living Word. Just think: a life conceived by God
himself! That's why the prophet said,

The old life is a grass life,

its beauty as short-lived as wildflowers;
Grass dries up, flowers droop,

God's Word goes on and on forever.

This is the Word that conceived the new life in you.
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